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Abstract:

Introduction: An ectopic bile duct, defined as the confluence of the common bile duct (CBD) and main pancreatic duct at a location away from the usual posteromedial wall of the second part of the duodenum, poses increased risks of choledocholithiasis and pancreatitis. Proximal ectopic ducts elevate the risk of duodenal ulceration and stenosis. Case Report: A woman in her late forties underwent elective laparoscopic cholecystectomy for symptoms of biliary colic and ultrasonographic evidence of a mobile gallstone. Intraoperative cholangiogram revealed dilated biliary and main pancreatic ducts, alongside an ectopic ampulla of Vater located in the distal third or proximal fourth part of the duodenum. The distal bile duct exhibited an elongated common channel. Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography corroborated these findings. The patient experienced an uneventful recovery and was discharged from surgical care. Conclusion: Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography remains the gold standard for diagnosing ectopic bile ducts. Surgeons and trainees must meticulously interpret and document hepatobiliary anatomical variants during intraoperative cholangiogram, particularly in patients potentially requiring subsequent endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. Patients should receive education regarding associated risks and symptoms warranting medical attention.
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